





TOP LEFT: DONNA NEWMAN

order the dress size that fits the largest measure-
ment. That's the part that has to fit from the start,
and taking fabricin is always easier than letting
itout, especially if it’s delicate.

What's the most popular silhouette today?
We see more than a hundred brides a day, so
there’s a lot of variation. If I had to pick one, I'd
say most brides choose the dropped torso
with a fuller skirt. Ruched and draped bodices
are also popular because theyre very forgiving
and look good on lots of different body types.
Of course, strapless styles are always a hit, no
matter how many times we show brides other
things. They'll never go out of style.

What styles tend to be the most flattering?

Halter, V-neck, and sweetheart necklines work
well on alarge bust. A full skirt or A-line dress
is a great way to hide a large derriére. If you have
a tummy, you might want to stay away from a
fuller skirt and avoid an Empire waist, as these
shapes can emphasize your problem area rather

PRICKLY PROBLEM: YOUR SALESPERSON IS TOO
PUSHY. IS IT RUDE TO ASK FOR ANOTHER?

Not at all. If you're less than pleased with the service you're getting,
ask the store manager if someone else is available. The job of your
consultant is to help you find the right dress, so she should never
talk you into something you don't like. After all, it's your wedding!

than hide it. Smaller women should pay atten-
tion to proportion and avoid dresses that have
adropped torso. And tall women can wear just
about any style, but | happen to love the way
sheaths look on them.

What trends are you loving right now?
We're seeing so many exciting details right now,
like combinations of two different laces on one
dress, uniquely placed bows, and laser-cut flow-
ers. There are also some really fun short dresses
and one-shouldered looks. Buying two dresses
is a growing trend too: one formal gown with a
full skirt for the ceremony, and a simple or
lightly laced sheath or short style that's easier
to dance in at the reception. Brides tend to love
that because it gives them the chance to make
two entrances, not just one.

Is shopping harder if you're on a budget?

There are lots of ways to spend less without trad-
ing down in quality. First of all, there are plenty
of moderately priced dresses available. Visiting

In addition to its 1,500-plus sample gowns, Klein-
feld offers an extensive collection of flower girl
dresses and bridal accessories. Speaking of which:
Bring all extras—like veil and shoes—to your fit-
ting to be sure everything looks perfect together.

designer sample sales is also a great way to get
adiscounted sample from a previous collection.
It's a good idea to check bridal salon websites
frequently to hear about sales and sign up for
mailing lists whenever you can. We review our
stock every few months and have four blowout
sales each year. They're incredibly popular.

What'’s the most important thing for abride
to remember?

You have to be confident about your taste. The
search can be overwhelming, so it's important
to stay true to yourself and not get caught up in
other people’s opinions. The most important
thing is that you know in your heart that you've
found the right dress for you.
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SEE 20 OF MARA'S FAVORITE GOWNS
from this season on our website
MARTHASTEWARTWEDDINGS.COM
/KLEINFELD
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